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Press release, May 13, 2020
The Missing Denominator. Universalism and Progressive Cultural Politics

New book edited by Jan Sowa
The latest publication edited by sociologist Jan Sowa comprises a collection of texts whose shared point of departure was the symposium organised as part of the first Biennale Warszawa.

"The Missing Denominator. Universalism and Progressive Cultural Politics", a book edited by Jan Sowa constitutes a conclusion to the eponymous symposium organised exactly a year ago, on 13 May 2019, as part of the first edition of Biennale Warszawa, “Let’s organise our future!” It comprises voices of European intellectuals, researchers and activists concerning universalism and its significance for progressive cultural politics. It touches upon such issues as colonialism, neoliberal globalisation, identity politics, populism and migration, among others. It is the second, after "Solidarity 2.0", Biennale publication edited by Jan Sowa.

The book was published jointly by Biennale Warszawa and EUNIC European Union National Institutes for Culture. The project co-financed by the funds of the European Commission Representation Office in Poland.
The book can be downloaded as a free e-book in two language versions from Biennale and EUNIC Warszawa websites.

From the Introduction by Jan Sowa:

"The predicaments surrounding universalism are far from solely the subject of investigation for historians, philosophers or sociologists.  It is my strong belief that the global and thus universal nature  of the challenges that we are facing – such as climate change, mass migrations, the unchecked influences of financial institutions, right-wing terrorism etc. – make the foundation of any kind of new progressive universalism a task of the utmost importance."

Editor:
Jan Sowa is a materialist-dialectic theoretician and social researcher. With a PhD in sociology and doctoral habilitation in cultural studies, he concentrates on researching modernity. The author and editor of several dozen books, including “King’s phantom body. Peripheral struggle with modern form”, “Sport does not exist. Olympics in the performance society” (together with Krzysztof Wolański) and “Solidarity 2.0 or Democracy as a Form of Life”. Jan Sowa is the professor at the Department of Culture Theory at the Academy of Fine Arts in Warsaw.

Authors:
Teodor Ajder works at American School of Warsaw, in the Service Learning Department. Teodor is a writer, psychologist, special educator, curator. A graduate in Psychology from Babeș-Bolyai University, Romania, he obtained his MS degree in Education and Ph.D. in Environmental, Information and Media Sciences from Yokohama National University. He is the author of a number of books (in Romanian) in which the topic of migration is prevalent – MO[PO]JARO (2010); The Mēn Mask is For A Japanese Girl (2008, reedition 2019); Vurda, The Heart’s Replacement (2003), Hour of Love (2002). In 2014 Teodor has co-founded, together with a collective of Romanian speaking immigrants in Poland, “Mămăliga de Varșovia” – a trilingual literary magazine focussed on the position of the immigrant. He was born in Chișinău, Moldova.
Robin van den Akker is Senior Lecturer in the Philosophy of Culture, and Head of Department for the Humanities Department of Erasmus University College Rotterdam. Robin has written extensively on contemporary arts, culture aesthetics and politics in The Journal of Aesthetics and Culture, Frieze, ArtPulse, Monu, The American Book Review, and many other journals, magazines, catalogues, and edited collections. He is founding editor of the research platform “Notes on Metamodernism” (2010) and editor of the subsequent collection “Metamodernism: Historicity, Affect, and Depth after postmodernism” (2017) that appeared in the Radical Cultural Studies Series of Rowman & Littlefield International. His work has been translated in numerous languages, including Mandarin, Russian, German and Spanish.
Claudia Ciobanu is a freelance Romanian reporter based in Warsaw. In her articles she has been covering central and eastern Europe for such media outlets as Reuters, al-Jazeera, openDemocracy and The Guardian among others. She is interested in issues concerning social, cultural, political and ecological transition in the region with a particular bend on political activism. Claudia Ciobanu also wrote about the fate of migrants from Central-Eastern Europe in Western countries. Along with Teodor Ajder she is a member of a collective of Romanian speaking immigrants in Poland, “Mămăliga de Varșovia” – a trilingual literary magazine focussed on the position of the immigrant.
Anna Curcio is a militant scholar in the field of autonomous marxism. Her research mostly conducted along the lines of co-research (it. con–ricerca), has been focused on self-organization of precarious workers in several fields of economy from logistics to carrying labor. Curcio also took part in various initiatives happening on the verge of academia and activism, including such networks of researchers and social movement activists as UniNomade or EduFactory. She is now a part of the Commonware project (http://commonware.org/). Anna Cursio is based in Italy.

Ulrike Guérot is professor at the Danube University in Krems, Austria and head of the Department for European Policy and the Study of Democracy. Moreover, she is the founder of the European Democracy Lab in Berlin, a think-tank generating innovative ideas for Europe. Besides working and teaching at universities in Europe and the United States, Ulrike Guérot has worked at and directed several European research institutes and think tanks. Her books (“Why Europe Must Become a Republic” in 2016 and “The New Civil War – the Open Europe and its Enemies” in 2017) hit best-selling marks in Germany and beyond. Her work has been widely translated and published throughout Europe. From fall 2017 to spring 2018, Ulrike Guérot was holder of the Alfred-Grosser visiting professorship at the Goethe-University Frankfurt.

Alexandre Lacroix is philosopher and writer, editor-in-chief of “La Philosophie Magazine”. He teaches creative writing and political humanities at Sciences-Po in Paris. Alexandre Lacroix is also a co-founder and president of writing school “Les Mots” and editor of series “Les Grands Mots” published by Autremen. He authored 19 books, including ficiton, non-fiction and essays. His last essay, a 450-pages long “Devant la beauté de la nature”, was published in autumn 2018 by Allary éditions.

Andrzej Leder is a philosopher of culture and psychotherapist. He is currently employed as Associate Professor at the Institute of Philosophy and Sociology of the Polish Academy of Sciences. Between 1992 and 2012 Andrzej Leder was a member of the editing board of the journal Res Publica Nowa. His book “Prześniona rewolucja. Ćwiczenie z logiki historycznej” published in 2015 has been widely acclaimed as an inspiring and innovative approach to 20th century Polish history and contemporary Polish culture. German translation of this book is due in April 2019.
Robert Pfaller is Professor of Philosophy and Cultural Theory at the University of Art and Industrial Design in Linz, Austria. Founding member of the Viennese psychoanalytic research group “stuzzicadenti”. In 2007 he was awarded “The Missing Link” price for connecting psychoanalysis with other scientific disciplines, by Psychoanalytisches Seminar Zurich – for the German edition of his book “The Pleasure Principle in Culture: Illusions Without Owners” (“Die Illusionen der anderen. Ueber das Lustprinzip in der Kultur. Frankfurt/Main: Suhrkamp, 2002).
Ana Teixeira Pinto is a writer and cultural theorist based in Berlin. She is a lecturer at Universität der Künste, Berlin and a research fellow at Leuphana University, Lüneburg. Her writings have appeared in publications such as e-flux journal, Springerin, Camera Austria, art-agenda, Mousse, Frieze, Domus, Manifesta Journal or Texte zur Kunst. She is the editor of “The Reluctant Narrator “ (Sternberg Press, 2014) and has recently contributed to “Alleys of Your Mind: Augmented Intelligence and its Traumas” (edited by Matteo Pasquinelli, 2015); “Nervöse Systeme” (edited by Anselm Franke, Stephanie Hankey and Marek Tuszynski, 2016); and “Animals” (edited by Filipa Ramos, MIT Press, 2016).
Ovidiu Țichindeleanu is a philosopher and social theorist living in Chisinau, Moldova. He holds a PhD in Philosophy from Binghamton University, State University of New York. Ovidiu Țichindeleanu is an editor of IDEA magazine, and Collection Coordinator of IDEA Publishing House, Cluj, Romania. He is also a co-founder of the independent platforms “Indymedia Romania” (2004), “CriticAtac.ro” (2010) and “LeftEast International” (2012). He is a member of the Board of Directors of El Taller International. From 2012 he has been teaching at the Decolonial School of Roosevelt Institute, Middelburg, Netherlands.
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